
Katri Eespere 
Ministry of Social Affairs 

20.11. 2013 

 
Trafficking in human beings: 

achievements and challenges of Estonia 
“I saw that she stood on the shoulders of a woman far older than she, who stood on the shoulders of a woman even 

older, who stood on the shoulders of a woman in robes, who stood on the shoulders of another soul, who stood on the 
shoulders …” 

  
—Women Who Run With the Wolves by Clarissa Pinkola Estes, PhD 

 
 
 

 
 



Trafficking in human beings in Estonia 

2002 Sexual 
exploitation 
Labor trafficking 
Organ trafficking 
Changing face of 
trafficking 
Statistics talk...but 
about what? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CHANGING FACE THB is like a living organism – developing, changing its face- And it means that all counter activities must be also flexible and responding fast.STATISTICS TALK2011 pöördus 4 teenusepakkuja poole 56 inimkaubanduse ohvrit (39N, 17M, 13-47a, 71 episoodi)2012 pöördus abi saamiseks 22 ohvrit (8N, 14M, 14-56a, 24 episoodi)So statistics talk. The big question is – about what? Does it say that TIHB is decreasing? Does it say that there are serious problems in our system of identifying victims of TIB? Does it say that the general awareness is decreasing? Does it say that we need more information what is going on? Does it say that people don’t want to tell anybody (not even the service providers), what has happened to them?



Main responsibilities of Ministry of Social 
Affairs 

Policy development, 
constant lobby in state 
level (Why? -> How?) 
Services for victims /SIB 
Prevention + awareness 
raising (1/8) 
Guiding materials, 
procedural rules 
Co-operation, 
participation in network 

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I am convinced that the time for asking WHY questions is over. It is time to move over and start asking HOW? How can we help victims, how can we prevent, how can we prosecute better?�We fund the services for victims (both the victims of THB as well as women in prostitution who we also consider as victims).Prevention and awareness raising – applying internation funds, trainings, lectures, writing here and thre.



 
 
 

Factors that feed gender based violence 

Non-understanding of the importance of gender 
equality  
Attitudes that justify and favor violence  
Myths about victims and perpetrators 
Insufficient amount of services/ rigidity of 
system   
Inability to see the big picture (demand + 
perpetrator + mediator/recruiter) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
However, as I have been in the field for more than 10 years, here is my list of motivation-killers .THB is very gender-based form of crime. 75% inimkaubanduse ohvritest on naised. Need on karmid faktid. Neid on raske tunnistada ja aktsepteerida. Aga nii see on. Levinuim inimkaubanduse liik kogu maailmas on seksuaalne ekspluateerimine, ehk siis naiste ja laste kaubitsemine prostitutsiooni. Teisel kohal on kindlasti tööjõu ekspluateerimine ja tööorjus, mis ka Eesti kontekstis on vägagi aktuaalne ning kus ohvrite hulgas on palju mehi. Põhjused on aga mõlemal puhul üsna sarnased. Perevägivald ja inimkaubandus on tihedalt seotud ühiskonnas levinud soolise ebavõrdsusega. We all pay our price for gender inequality. It’s just that men’s and women’s price is different. Men pay with short life-span, poor health and lack of close relations.Attitudes that justify and favor violence – always been, always will be. Perevägivald on põlvkondlik nähtus. Ka inimkaubanduse ning seksuaalse ekspluateerimise kohta võib väita sama. See tähendab seda, et vägivald kandub ühest põlvest teise ja teisest kolmandasse. Need ongi põhjused, miks tihti räägitakse , et need nähtused on alati olnud ja alati jäävad. Käitumismustrid, hoiakud, suhtumised – need on need, mis kanduvad edasi. Ja jäävadki kanduma, kui me kõik selle eest vastutust ei võta ning ei tegutse. Muutused on meie kõigi käes. Myths about violence, perpetrators - blaming victims, not seeing farther the „shiny pants“. Services for victims must be with good quality, efficient, responding to individual needs and provided fast.If we don’t address all the players in this so called game – there’s no hope to change anything. Demand for THB is something that triggers the whole process.



 
 
 

Is there still hope in the world? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
"Just because a woman is silent does not mean she agrees…" - from The Dangerous Old Woman audiobook



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“I saw that she stood 
on the shoulders of a 
woman far older than 
she, who stood on the 
shoulders of a woman 
even older, who stood 
on the shoulders of a 
woman in robes, who 
stood on the shoulders 
of another soul, who 
stood on the shoulders 
…” 
  
—Women Who Run With 
the Wolves by Clarissa 
Pinkola Estes, PhD 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Human pyramid: It is obvious that one man or woman cannot do anything when it comes to fight against trafficking in HB. I have thought about it and I had a picture of human pyramide in my vision. I realised that this work is like constructing a pyramide. Motivated people standing shoulder-to-shoulder holding on to the ankles of those on either side and all around them. Below me are the people I may have never met, but who I know. Beside me are people who are in the field active at the moment. And above me are people who enter this field in the future. We may be supporting only one tiny foot, but that foot can change the world because of us. Our place, our story, our assignment in this world has far more importance than we could ever think or hope or imagine. And it is absolutey sure that one crucial stone of the pyramid are Estonian NGO-s dealing with these issues. They have had power and motivation to do their work for many years and I am mostly grateful for their efforts. Aitäh ja müts maha!�And so fare, the results of the pyramide-building are as follows: 



Latest developments in Estonia 

Trafficking in penal 
code (04.2012) 
Changes in Victim 
protection Act, Social 
elfare Act, etc) 
(04.2013) 
Strategic documents 
(VVA 2010-2014) 

 
 
 

Trainings for police, 
judges, lawyers, 
social workers, etc 
Procedural working 
groups + agreed rules 
Improvement of 
services (EEC) 
Co-operation, 
network 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Specific criminal statute “trafficking” has been added to the Penal Code in April 2012 and this incorporates a definition of trafficking in persons in conformity with the UN TIP Protocol. Before April 2012 a number of other articles are applied to prosecute related crimes, among which enslavement, deprivation of liberty, aiding prostitution, illegal organ donation, manufacture of works involving child pornography or making child pornography available etc.



Which road should it be – wasting or saving 
money in the long run? 

Expensive, not effective 
Helping victims 
Addressing demand 
Punishing criminals 
Finland: 91 milj EUR 
US: 10 mlrd $ 
GB: 23 mlrd £ 
Denmark: 70 milj EUR 

Expensive + effective 
Helping victims 
Addressing demand 
Punishing criminals 
PREVENTION 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Odavam tee tähendab seda, et lisaks vägivalla ohvrite abistamisele, vägivallatsejate ja kurjategijate vastutusele võtmisele, investeeritakse süstemaatiliselt ja piisavalt ka ennetustöösse. See on tee, mis annab tulevikus kokkuhoiu ja võidu – nii üksikisiku kui riigi tasandil. Tõsi, ennetus on kallis, ja tulemusi saab mõõta ehk alles aastate/aastakümnete pärast. Milline kiusatus on siit kokku hoida. Tegelikkus ongi see, et kõikvõimalike eelarvekärbete puhul kipuvad ennetustegevused olema esimesed, mis maha tõmmatakse. Lühiajaline kokkuhoid, aga strateegiliselt väga kulukas ja vale otsus.Eestis ei ole vägivalla kulusid veel täpselt kalkuleeritud. Aga mingid kalkulatsioonid meil siiski on. Näiteks ühe seksuaalselt ekspluateeritud naise tõeline rehabiliteerimine maksab hinnanguliselt umbes 256 000 eurot. Perevägivalla puhul ei ole see number tõenäoliselt väiksem. Eestis läbi viidud uuringud aga näitavad selgelt, kui palju on ohvritel tervisekahjustusi, kui palju nad vajavad arstiabi, kui pikalt on nad ajutiselt töövõimetud (või ka püsivalt). Oleks väga tervitatav, kui keegi arvutaks kõik need kahjud ja kulud kokku.



Remaining challenges 

THB (and GBV) is very expensive 
problem for the state. 
Lack of services, quality of 
services, supervision of services, ) 
Rotation of specialists... 
Co-operation between different 
institutions 
Lack of preventive activities 
Attitudes towards THB, GBV, 
gender inequality (women!) 
More taking responsibily, co-
operation, valuing good quality.  
Less confrontation 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ka inimkaubanduse ning seksuaalse ekspluateerimise kohta võib väita sama. See tähendab seda, et vägivald kandub ühest põlvest teise ja teisest kolmandasse. Need ongi põhjused, miks tihti räägitakse , et need nähtused on alati olnud ja alati jäävad. Käitumismustrid, hoiakud, suhtumised – need on need, mis kanduvad edasi. Ja jäävadki kanduma, kui me kõik selle eest vastutust ei võta ning ei tegutse. Muutused on meie kõigi käes. Mida mina isiklikult soovin, ongi vastutuse võtmine kõigil tasanditel. Meil kõigil on perevägivalla ja inimkaubanduse vähendamises oma roll ja osa. Mina ootan tasakaalustatud lähenemist. Perevägivalla ja inimkaubanduse tõkestamiseks ei piisa ainult naiste või ainult meest tegevusest. Ei, siin on vaja koostööd ja tasakaalu, mitte vastandumist, ärapanemist, kompromissitust. Aga koostöö, nagu inimestevahelised suhted üldse, on keeruline kunst. Soovin meile kõigile palju jõudu ja tarkust.



 
 
 

Thank you! 
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